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Minnesota Chapter of Concerns of Police Survivors

“Affected Co-Workers” added to C.O.P.S. Mission Statement

Although Concerns of Police Survivors has always done what it could to reach out to the affected
co-workers of fallen law enforcement officer, the mission statement of C.O.P.S. fell short of
acknowledging co-workers as a vital part of the membership of C.O.P.S. At the November 2008
Board Meeting, the C.O.P.S. National Board voted unanimously to include the tern “affected co-
workers” in C.0.P.S.” Mission Statement. C.O.P.S. recently made provisions for affected co-
workers to become voting members in the 48 local/regional/state C.O.P.S. chapters. C.O.P.S.
continues to plan seminar sessions for affected co-workers at the annual May 14 and 16 National
Police Survivors’ Conference, and the annual “Traumas of Law Enforcement” trainings make it
possible for agencies to learn how to better support not only the surviving families of fallen
officers but take care of those co-workers who will forever remember and be affected by the
deaths of their partners.

The new C.O.P.S. Mission Statement

Concerns of Police Survivors, Inc. provides resources to assist in the rebuilding of the lives of
surviving families and affected co-workers of law enforcement officers killed in the line of duty
as determined by Federal criteria. Furthermore, C.O.P.S. provides training to law enforcement
agencies on survivor victimization issues and educates the public of the need to support the law
enforcement profession and its survivors.




Message from the President

I was about 6 years old one cold winter night listening to the car radio as my mom was running
errands. There was a news report that someone had been kidnapped. | knew what that meant but |
don’t recall why or how I would know that at such a young age. | remember asking my mom why
they would say something like that on the radio, because I knew it was a bad thing but I didn’t
believe it and thought they were making it up. It was an awful thing to hear but even worse 1 was
shocked to learn from my mother’s explanation that it really did happen. I don’t remember what
happened with the people involved, probably because we seldom do hear what happens with the
people involved when something horrific occurs.

Again, something unbelievable and horrific occurred, but worse. August 26, 1994 | listened to the
radio and watched the television as the events of the day unfolded. St. Paul Police Officer Ronald
Michael Ryan, Jr. Officer Timothy James Jones and his canine Laser were shot and killed. All three,
unselfishly, sacrificing their lives so we could all be safer. Once again moments of shock, disbelief,
sadness, anger, and heartfelt compassion for all three, their families, friends, and co-workers, all left
behind with all I could imagine as huge holes in their lives. | knew of Officer Ryan through his,
then, brother in-law but did not know him personally; I saw how his brother in-law suffered this loss
but I could never know that pain. Overcome with many strong and intense feelings; the world as |
knew it felt like it stood still, quiet, and changed.

Years passed, | never forgot and always wondered how the survivors were, how does anyone figure
out how to live that new, cold and strange normal. Other Peace Officers have lost their lives as well
and I couldn’t help but wonder...... then what. When I was hired with the Rochester Police
Department, about a year later, they established an Honor and Color Guard Unit which | became a
charter member; it was one way | could possibly give back. | learned about National COPS and the
MN Law Enforcement Memorial Association (LEMA). In 2004 | received an e-mail about
Minnesota developing its own Chapter of COPS, responded and attended a first meeting which was
held at Jack and Ruth Friedli’s home in Rochester. I have been involved with MN COPS since that
time, its infancy.

Thank you for your vote of confidence electing me as President of the MN Chapter of C.O.P.S.; I am
very proud and honored. There are many influences and experiences in my life that led me to where
I am today but this has been an unexpected blessing. It will be with great care and conscientiousness
that I will help guide our Chapter during my term as president.

Gretchen O’Neil
President




Next MN COPS Chapter Meeting:

Sunday January 25, 2009 at the Bureau of Criminal Apprehension (BCA)
1430 Maryland Avenue E.  St. Paul, MN

Social Gathering time 1:00pm

Meeting time: 1:30pm

MN COPS new address:
P.O. Box 5816 Rochester, MN 55903

Storage

As our chapter has been growing we have acquired many tubs of items used for meetings as well
as presentation, therefore have secured a storage facility to place these items. This will
centralize everything so we won’t need to “Look™ or “search” for where things are and wonder
who has what.

Donations

We have been blessed with may gracious donations throughout 2008 and are thankful for all the
individuals and organizations who have given so generously.
Caribou Coffee

Gopi Prasad (Austin Texas)

Gretchen Kirvida

Jon Casey (Anoka PD)

Lakeville FOP

Linder’s Greenhouse

Rochester Harley Davidson

Roger and Ingrid Wyatt

South Metro FOP Lodge #14

Mike and Julie Swenker

MN Swarm

Virginia Police Unity Tour

Walmart

Web Site
Minncops.org is now up and running. We will continue updating.




Blue Light Ceremony

The 4™ Annual Blue Light Ceremony was held Saturday November 22, 2008. The thin blue line
was glowing brilliant blue for which we are grateful. We had a nice turn out as well as good
press regarding the ceremony and its purpose. We were blessed to have all of our speakers turn
out for a crisp cool evening to participate and offer time as well as kind and generous words.

Andrea with son Nicholas Bedard and Tim Melchi.or Senator Ann Lynch




Traumas of Law Enforcement
(March 23-25, 2009 Kahler Hotel in Rochester, MN)

Traumas of Law Enforcement Conference is 3-days, a total of 21-hour sessions held regionally
across the country. These trainings include but are not limited to:

« Police victimization.

e Research Findings from agencies and survivors.
« Police suicide.

o Disabled officers.

e The stages of grieving.

e Male grief vs. female grief.

e The trauma of losing a co-worker.

e Therole of CISD.

o Diffusing and debriefing.

e Support programs/organizations

Anyone interested in more information or registration can go to www.nationalcops.org

National Police Week Washington D.C.
(May 12, 2009 to May 17, 2009)

National Police Week Planning; Invitations to be Mailed in Late January
National Police Week 2009 invitations should be in the mail in late January to 2008 surviving
families, agencies that lost officers in 2008 and past-year survivors as well.

On-line registration will be available on February 1, 2009.

Concerns of Police Survivors will welcome 2008 survivors, any past-year survivors, the
official Memorial Service escort officers, and the agency head to complete the application
for hotel rooms at official National Police Week hotels.

All other officers can contact Eileen Haines with their hotel needs. Call 301-865-1631; email:
Eileen@haineshotelservices.com; FAX 301-371-7305.

Returning survivors will not be able to register for National Police Week 2009 or make hotel
reservations through C.O.P.S. after March 23, 2009.

National C.O.P.S. sponsors the National Police Survivors' Conference, which includes some
meals for participants. National C.O.P.S. does not fund air travel or hotel costs. Agencies and
local police groups are encouraged to financially assist surviving families so they can take part in
the healing activities available in Washington when their officers are honored.
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http://www.nationalcops.org/

Survivors offer.

[l's a white washed tea basket weapped with a
blug and black ribbon, decarated with police
cir Lack covers. and cames swith i blue melal
ing “Concems ol Police Survivors -
12 Shattered Lives.”

askets are handmade in the USA
red collectons® items in their oswn
lahle Lhro an indepenident
L 1 home consultant, this limited
edition basket is sure Lo increase in value in the
veurs Lo cime.

Fach haskel costs $50. plus $5 postape.
Ouembities are limitedd. Please allow /-8 weeks
for delivery.

In Memory Of was written by Paul Davis, of St. Augustine, Florida, and Derik
Schumacher, of Washburn, Illinois. The song and video are being used in a world wide
awareness and fundraising effort to support all of the programs that Concerns of Police

“ Prototype shown with gold metal tag. The tag
will he blue.
e



http://www.odmp.org/info/inmemoryof.php




